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Why Proper Shutdown Matters for Solar Systems

You've probably wondered: "How hard could it be to turn off a solar inverter?" Well, here's the

kicker - a 2023 NREL study found 23% of residential solar fires stem from improper shutdown

procedures. When we're dealing with devices like Sungrow inverters handling up to 1,500VDC,

safety isn't just about flipping a switch.

Take it from Jake Miller, a Colorado installer we spoke to last month: "During that Texas freeze, I

saw three systems where homeowners tried to shut down Sungrow inverters by just hitting the

touchscreen. Two ended up with arc-fault errors needing professional reset."

Understanding Sungrow's Shutdown Hierarchy

Sungrow's documentation - let's be honest - reads like stereo instructions. But through tear-down

analysis, we've identified four shutdown tiers:

  Soft shutdown via display interface (60-second process)

  Emergency DC disconnect lever

  AC circuit breaker isolation

  Full system disable through combiner boxes

The Technician-Approved Shutdown Sequence

Here's the method Highjoule's field teams use when maintaining third-party systems:

Page 1/2



How to Safely Turn Off Sungrow Inverters

  Initiate soft shutdown through display menu

  Wait 5 minutes for capacitor drainage (sungrow-smart-energy  specifies 3min, but better safe!)

  Throw the DC disconnect switch

  Switch off AC breaker

  Verify voltage 
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